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[In the following essay, Bennett, a doctoral candidate at the University
of California—Santa Barbara, examines how issues of history, culture,
and gender have affected Achebe's Things Fall Apart, and how the
novel is...
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In 1958, when Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart first appeared, the
mindset of hunter-gatherers was a closed book to most fiction
readers. We knew plenty about the external details of * ' primitive”
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The Crisis of Cultural Memory in Chinua Achebe's Things
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From: African Studies Quarterly
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Most people, including the daily theater reviewers, have come to assume that the
forms in which plays are written spring either from nowhere or from the
temperamental choice of the playwrights. | am not maintaining that the selection of a
form is as objective a matter as the choice of let us say a raincoat instead of a linen
suit for a walk on a rainy day; on the contrary, most playwrights, including myself,
reach rather instinctively for that form. that way of telling a play, which seerns
inevitably right for the subject at hand. Yet | wonder whether it is all as accidental. as Library Links
‘free” a choice, as it appears to be at a superficial glance, | wonder whether there may
not be within the ideas of family on the one hand, and soclety on the other, primary
pressures which govern our notions of the right form for a particular kind of subject
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